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What About the Books Left Out of the Bible? 

A Guided Reflection Worksheet for Seekers and Believers 

Focus Truth 
The writings often called “lost books of the Bible” were real ancient Christian texts, 

 but they did not all share the same age, apostolic connection, widespread use,  
or history of recognition as the books that became the New Testament. 

 

Before You Begin 

This worksheet will help you examine what the phrase “lost books of the Bible” can hide, compare several ancient 
Christian writings, and ask why date, apostolic connection, and widespread use matter. The goal is not to dismiss these 
books, but to look at each one’s history before deciding what it was. 

❶  Question the Phrase “Lost Books” 

Calling a writing a “lost book of the Bible” can make it sound as though it once belonged in Scripture and was later 
removed. But ancient Christian writings had very different histories. Before asking why a book was left out, we should ask 
whether it was ever received as Scripture in the first place. 

What does the phrase “lost books of the Bible” suggest to you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What assumptions might that phrase lead a reader to make before examining the evidence? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is it important to ask whether a writing was ever widely received as Scripture? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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❷  Recognize That Not All Ancient Christian Books Were 
the Same 

Ancient Christians produced many writings outside the New Testament. Some, like the Didache and Shepherd of 
Hermas, were respected and useful. Others claimed apostolic names or preserved very different teachings. Being outside 
the Bible did not mean every book belonged to the same category. 

Why is it helpful to distinguish between a useful Christian writing and Scripture? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What changes when you realize some noncanonical books were respected rather than feared? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why would it be misleading to place every ancient Christian writing into one category called “books the 
church removed”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________​
What would you want to know before deciding how much authority an ancient Christian writing should 
carry? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Finish the sentence: A book can be historically or spiritually useful without... 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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❸  Compare Their Different Histories 

The Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Judas, Gospel of Peter, and respected works like the Didache or Shepherd of Hermas 
did not share one history. Their contents, dates, audiences, and reception differed, so each needs to be examined on its 
own. 

Different Writings, Different Histories 
• Gospel of Thomas: Mostly sayings attributed to Jesus; it never had the same broad reception as the four Gospels. 
• Gospel of Judas: Presents a very different view of Judas, Jesus, and salvation; it was known by the late second 
century. 
• Gospel of Peter: A church used it, a bishop investigated it, and its apostolic name was not enough to secure 
acceptance. 
• Didache / Shepherd of Hermas: Valued and useful to Christians without being treated in the same way as apostolic 
Scripture. 
 

Which of these different histories stands out to you most? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why does examining each book separately give a clearer picture than calling them all “lost books”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does the Gospel of Peter episode suggest about how early Christians handled an unfamiliar writing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Which of these writings would you most like to read or examine for yourself? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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❹  Ask Why Date and Apostolic Connection Matter 

When we ask what an ancient writing can tell us about Jesus and the earliest Christians, timing and connection matter. A 
later book may still be valuable, but it may tell us more directly about the Christians who wrote and used it than about 
first-century events. 

Questions That Help Us Evaluate a Writing 

Question to Ask Why It Matters 

When did it appear? A writing closer to the events has a different historical claim than one that 
appears generations later. 

Who does it claim wrote it? A famous apostolic name does not by itself prove authorship. 
How close is it to the earliest 
witnesses? 

Connection to the first generation affects what it can tell us about Jesus 
and the apostles. 

What kind of writing is it? A sayings collection, church manual, letter, or narrative makes different 
kinds of claims. 

How was it received? Early and widespread use can show how Christians closest to the period 
regarded it. 

 

Why does the date of a writing matter without making every later book worthless? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is an apostle’s name on a book not enough by itself? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What can a second- or third-century writing still teach us even if it is not a first-century witness? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What other question would you ask before using a writing as evidence about Jesus? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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❺  Consider Widespread Use and Suppression 

Some ancient Christian writings circulated broadly, while others were limited to particular groups or regions. Some were 
opposed by church leaders, and some simply stopped being copied. Opposition happened, but that is not the same as 
proving that equally accepted rival Scriptures were removed. 

Widespread Use Is Not the Same as Some Use 
• A book read in one community was not necessarily received across the churches. 
• Some respected writings were useful without being treated as Scripture. 
• Some books were actively opposed because leaders believed they taught false ideas. 
• Some texts disappeared from use without evidence of a single organized effort to suppress them. 
 

Why is “some Christians read this” different from “this was widely received as Scripture”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does widespread use help us understand a book’s place without settling everything by itself? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why should we acknowledge that suppression sometimes happened without assuming it explains every 
excluded book? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Finish the sentence: Before saying a book was removed from the Bible, I would want to know... 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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❻  Respond to the Evidence Honestly 

Books outside the New Testament can teach us a great deal about early Christian history. The key is to let each writing be 
what its history supports rather than assuming it was either dangerous or equal to Scripture. 

Which part of this history seems clearest to you now? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Which claim about “lost books” still raises the biggest question for you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has distinguishing usefulness from Scripture changed the way you think about noncanonical writings? 
Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Finish the sentence: My next step in examining the books outside the Bible is... 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

One-Sentence Takeaway 
The writings often called “lost books of the Bible” were real ancient Christian texts, but they  

did not all share the same age, apostolic connection, widespread use, or history  
of recognition as the books that became the New Testament. 

Closing Prayer 
Creator, give us wisdom as we examine ancient Christian writings. Help us avoid easy stories and look carefully at 
when these books appeared, who used them, and how they were received. Teach us to value what they can show us 
without claiming more than the evidence supports. Help us keep seeking the truth with patience and humility. 
Amen.  
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Continue the Journey 

Keep asking honest questions, keep reading carefully, and keep seeking the truth 

You do not have to stop here. 
Interactive Bible Studies creates Bible studies, reflection guides, devotionals,  and practical resources  

that help readers move from honest questions to faithful growth and a closer walk with God. 

 

What You Will Find at IBS 

• Bible studies and reflection guides 
Plain-language teaching that helps you study 
Scripture and respond personally. 

• Free printable resources 
Worksheets, devotionals, and practical tools for 
personal or group use. 

• Relationship-focused growth 
Resources designed to move beyond information 
and help you walk more closely with God. 

• A growing resource library 
Create a free account to access helpful Bible study 
tools in one place. 

Read the Related Post 
What About the Books Left Out of the 

Bible? 

 

Scan or visit:​
InteractiveBibleStudies.net​

and search the post title. 

The goal is not to assume every ancient Christian writing was suppressed.​
The goal is to examine the history of each writing. 

Take the Next Step 

Subscribe 
Receive new posts, free resources, Bible studies, and 

encouragement. 

Create a Free Account 
Access the Free Resource Library and keep growing with 

printable tools. 

InteractiveBibleStudies.net | Equip | Encourage | Engage 
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